WHAT WE CLAIM: 



1. A method, to be administered by an administrating 
entity, for allowing a plurality of participants to 
prepay for services or goods to be received ax a later 
date from one of a plurality of specif ied^^nroviders , 
the method comprising the steps of: / 

executing contracts between the ^fxlminist rating 
entity and each of the plurality of/participants in 
which a contracting participant pays to the 
administrating entity a cash ajarfount and in return 
receives from the administrating entity a promise to 
deliver at a future date a/specified measure of 
services or goods, the services or goods to be provided 
by whichever of the plurality of specified providers 
the contracting participant selects; 

determining, /for each of the plurality of 
specified providers, a predicted total measure of 
services or goods that will be required from that 
provider by >che aggregate of the plurality of 
participants; and 

executing contracts between the administrating 
entityyand each of the plurality of specified providers 
in which the administrating entity pays to a 
contracting provider a cash amount and in return 
receives from the contracting provider a promise to 
✓deliver a specified measure of services or goods, 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the 
administrating entity ascertains the measure of 
services or goods to be specified in each contract with 
a provider in accordance with the predicted total 
measure of services or goods that will be required from 
that provider* 



- 40 - 

3. A financial data processing system for alloy/xng a 
plurality of participants to prepay for services or 
goods to be received at a later date from ope of a 
plurality of specified providers comprising : 

means for storing data regarding a/plurality of 
contracts executed between an administrating entity and 
each of the plurality of participants in which a 
contracting participant paid to fene administrating 
entity a cash amount and in return received from the 
administrating entity a promise to deliver at a future 
date a specified measure o^ services or goods, the 
services or goods to be provided by whichever of the 
plurality of specified/providers the contracting 
participant selects ; / 

means for determining, for each of the plurality 
of specified providers, a predicted total measure of 
services or goodg that will be required from that 
provider by thar aggregate of the plurality of 
participants ;/ and 

means yor storing data regarding a plurality of 
contracts /executed between the administrating entity 
and each/of the plurality of specified providers in 
which me administrating entity paid to a contracting 
provider a cash amount and in return received from the 
cont/racting provider a promise to deliver a specified 
measure of services or goods. 

"*-*^A financial data processing system according to 
clairntT^jherein the administrating entity ascertains 
the measure o£ services or goods to be specified in 
each contract with a^n^o^ider in accordance with the 
predicted total measure of s^rvi^es or goods that will 
be required from that provider. 
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5. A financial data processing system for allowing^er^ 
plurality of participants to prepay for servic^or 
goods to be received at a later date frcm-**6ne of a 
plurality of specified providers, the^choice of which 
of the plurality of providers wd^2rl deliver the services 
or goods being made by a participant at the time the 
goods and services are tp^be delivered: 

a machine- readable storage devices which stores 
data indicating measures of services or goods for which 
each participant has prepaid and measures of services 
or goods whi^n each provider has contracted to provide; 

a processing circuit for determining, for each of 
the providers , a predicted total measure of services or 
goods/that will be required from that provider by the 
aggregate of the plurality of participants. 



